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The  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  was  officially  organized  on  October  21, 
1972  in  Fayetteville  WV.  The  objectives  and  purposes  of  the  organization  are  to  promote  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  coal  company  scrip  and  related  tokens,  to  cultivate  good  relations  between  collectors  of  scrip  I 
tokens,  and  to  encourage  the  study  and  research  of  the  history  of  coal  mining  companies  as  it  relates  j 
to  the  usage  of  scrip  tokens. 

In  the  late  1970’s  the  scope  of  the  NCSA  was  broadened  to  include  tokens  from  other  indus¬ 
tries;  including  lumber,  phosphate,  hard  rock,  limestone,  copper,  gold  &  silver,  brick  &  clay,  cotton 
&  textile,  paper,  iron  &  steel,  agricultural,  and  others. 

The  first  issue  of  Scrip  Talk  was  published  in  1965,  and  it  continues  today  as  the  official 
newsletter  for  members  of  the  NSCA.  It  exists  not  only  as  a  source  of  information  for  its  members, 
but  as  a  forum  where  they  can  share  items  of  interest.  Please  feel  free  to  submit  or  suggest  articles 
for  future  publication. 


2006  NSCA  Officers 


Steve  Cawooc  •  President  344  Tennessee  Ave  Pineville  KY  40977 
John  Podgursky  •  Vice-President  24  Hemlock  Lane  Ellysburg,  PA  47112 
James  Singleton  •  Vice-President  PO  Box  41  Hughston,  WV  25110 
Corkey  Snodgress  •  Vice-President  POB  142  MacArthur,  WV  25873 
Crawford  Blakeman,  Sr.  •  Treasurer  PO  Box  536  Middlesboro,  KY  40965 
Kevin  Traube  •  Secretary/Editor  1818  Harper  Rd  Beckley,  WV  25801 


Join  the  NSCA! 


NAME 


STATE 


ZIP 


Receive  six  issues  of  Scrip  Talk,  including  information  on  the  club’s  semi-annual  scrip  shows. 


Scrip  Talk  1818  Harper  Rd  Beckley  WV  25801  nsca@coalmemories.com 
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The  Spring  Scrip  Show  is  Coming!! 

April  29  &  30  are  the  dates  for  the  event  of  the  season — NSCA’s  annual  Spring 
Scrip  Show  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Bluefield,  WV.  The  club  will  host  a  members’ 
banquet  on  the  29th  at  6  p.m.  at  the  hotel.  Numerous  tables  will  be  set  up  with  thou¬ 
sands  of  pieces  of  scrip  &  memorabilia  available  to  buy,  sell,  and  trade. 

Contact  the  hotel  at  304/325-6170  if  you  need  to  make  a  room  reservation — the 
earlier  the  better!  Mention  the  NSC  A  to  receive  your  club  discount. 


Edkins  Update 


The  two  volumes  of  Edkins  Catalogues  of  Coal  Company  Scrip  are  recognized  as 
the  definitive  references  for  coal  mine  scrip.  The  NSC  A  is  now  in  the  process  of 
developing  updated  supplements  to  both  volumes;  including  the  addition  of  unlisted 
pieces,  and  reviewing  and  correcting  present  listings.  Even  if  you  submitted  this  sort 
of  information  to  the  club  in  the  past,  please  send  any  information  [including  foils  & 
photos]  to:  New  Finds  Editor  Danny  Clark,  POB  13,  Hugheston,  WV  25110. 


Are  Your  Dues  Due? 


The  NSC  A  is  in  the  process  of  updating  its  membership  roster  and  records.  You’ll 
notice  on  the  mailing  label  for  this  issue  the  date  your  membership  expires — please 
check  the  date  and  plan  on  renewing  your  membership  as  needed.  You  may  mail 
your  dues  to:  Scrip  Talk,  1818  Harper  Rd,  Beckley,  WV  25801. 

Also,  please  notify  us  of  any  corrections.  You  may  contact  us  at: 
plan9@charter.net. 


Spread  the  Word  with  the  NSCA  Brochure! 

The  insert  sheet  in  this  month’s  issue  is  the  club  brochure.  Feel  free  to  copy  it  and 
pass  it  out  to  prospective  members.  It  gives  information  on  scrip  and  collecting,  as 
well  as  telling  about  the  club  and  its  resources. 

To  fold  the  brochure,  lay  it  with  the  center  “Join  the  NSCA”  column  visible.  Fold 
the  right  flap  toward  the  center  on  the  dotted  line.  Repeat  with  the  left. 


Thank  you  for  bidding  Hope  you  find  something  here  that  you  need. 

JACK  CHAPMAN'S  THIRTY-DAY  SCRIP  AUCTION 


Starting  Date  2/4/06 _ Ending  Date  3/4/06 


Lot  # 

Scrip  f 

Company  and  Town 

R  rating 

Condition 

Min.  bid 

Uh 1 

KY  1089-C100 

Goose  Creek  Mining  Co.,  Garrett,  KY 

R-3 

fine 

$8.00 

2 

KY  965-C100 

The  Central  Elkhom  Coal  Co.,  Estill.  KY 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

3 

KY  965-C25 

The  Central  Elkhom  Coal  Co ,  Estill,  KY 

R-10 

fine 

$50.00 

4 

KY  841 -HI 00 

C.L.  Senters.  Drift,  KY 

R-7 

fine 

$15  00 

5 

KY  841-H5 

CL  Sen  ter  s.  Drift  KY 

R-10 

good 

$35.00 

w  6 

KY  2999-A1 

Inland  Steel  Company,  Wheelwright,  KY 

R-4 

fine 

$8  00 

KY  3059-A25 

North  Jellico  Coal  Co.  1888  (Wilton)  (Pictorial  Pick  &  Shovel) 

R-9 

very  fine 

$6500 

8 

KY  923-A100 

Harlan  Knox  Coal  Cox  Elys,  KY 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

9 

KY  1479-AIOb 

KY  Jellico  Coal  Co .  Inc  .  Kay  Jay,  KY 

R-6 

fine 

$15.00 

10 

KY  1737-El  00 

Stevens  Coal  Company.  Madisonville,  KY 

R-9 

very  fine 

$45.00 

11 

KY  1737-L100 

Stevens  Coal  Company,  Madisonville.  KY 

R-10 

fine 

$65.00 

12 

KY  1681-FIOOa 

Black  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Lothair,  KY  (Pictorial  Horse) 

R-8 

very  fine 

$22  00 

13 

KY  1681-F25a 

Black  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Lothair,  KY  (Pictorial  Horse) 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

r  ;A4 

KY  1681 -F5 

Black  Gold  Mining  Co  ,  Lothair.  KY  (Pictorial  Horse) 

R-6 

fine 

$15.00 

15 

KY  62-A50 

East  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  AHoway,  KY 

R-8 

very  fine 

$22.00 

16 

KY  3077-A1G 

The  McKinney  Steel  Co.  (Wolf  Pit.  KY) 

U/L 

very  fine 

$65.00 

17 

KY  1029-B25a 

Elk  Horn  Coal  Corp.  (Fleming,  KY) 

R-5 

very  fine 

$10.00 

18 

KY  1605-J100 

Home  Supply  Co.,  Le  Junior.  KY 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

19 

KY  16Q5-J5 

Home  Supply  Co.,  Le  Junior.  KY 

R-6 

fine 

$10.00 

N  20 

KY  287-A5 

Harian-Fox,  Black  Joe,  KY 

R-5 

fine 

$10.00 

21 

KY  2303-B100 

Diamond  Coal  Co  .  Providence,  KY 

R-8 

fine 

$18.00 

22 

KY  563-A10 

Thos  Blackwell  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  (Clay.  KY) 

R-4 

fine 

$7.00 

23 

KY563-A5 

Thos.  Blackwell  Coal  &  Mining  Co  (Clay.  KY) 

R-4 

fine 

$7.00 

24 

Va  279-B100 

The  Pocahontas  Corporation  (Bishop,  VA) 

R-8 

fine 

$35  00 

25 

VA  2255-G50 

Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.,  (Pocahontas,  VA) 

R-9 

fine 

$40  00 

26 

VA  2255-M50 

Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.,  (Pocahontas,  VA) 

R-8 

very  fine 

$25.00 

Hv>27 

VA  691 -FI 

Banner  Fuel  Corporation,  Cranes  Nest  VA  (Pictorial  Bird) 

R-9 

fine 

$30.00 

28 

VA  1213-B1 

Oakwood  Smokeless  Coal  Corp .  Hanger,  VA 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

29 

VA  1611 -Cl 

Virginia  Iron  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  (Leona  Mines,  VA) 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

30 

VA  333-Gla 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co..  Bonny  Blue.  VA 

R-3 

fine 

$5  00 

31 

VA  2923-B100 

Standard  Banner  Coal.  Wakenva,  VA 

R-7 

very  fine 

$14.00 

32 

VA  167-C100 

Bartlick  Mining  Corp,  Bartlick,  VA 

R-7 

fine 

$12.00 

33 

VA  2741 -CIO 

Whited  Coal  Co..  Swords  Creek.  VA 

R-6 

fine 

$12.00 

f  Jr.  34 

VA  2495-AC100 

VA-Harlan  Coal  Corp  .  St  Charles.  Va 

R-3 

very  fine 

$5.00 

A35 

Va  2495-AC50 

VA-Harian  Coal  Corp  ,  St  Charles,  Va 

R-1 

very  fine 

$5.00 

aJ  36 

TN  557-J100 

Cleage-Wills  Coal  Co.,  Clairfield.  TN 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

0  37 

TN  557-J50 

Cleage-Wills  Coal  Co.,  Clairfield,  TN 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

38 

TN  557-J25 

Cleage-Wills  Coal  Co  ,  Clairfield.  TN 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

(iv  39 

TN  557-K25 

Royal  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Inc.,  Clairfield,  TN 

R-5 

fine 

$8.00 

j  j  d  40 

TN  1047-B100 

Rennebaum  Coal  Co.  (Fork  Ridge,  TN) 

R-5 

fine 

$7.00 

41 

TN  601-H25 

Southern  Collieries,  Inc.,  Coal  Creek,  TN 

R~4 

fine 

$5.00 

42 

TN  501 -F5 

Sun  Coal  Company.  Caryville,  TN 

R-7 

fine 

$12.00 

“431 

TN  2461-B100 

Diamond  Coal  Mining  Co.  (Rosedale,  TN) 

R-8 

fine 

$15.00 

44 

TN  2461 -B25 

Diamond  Coal  Mining  Co.  (Rosedale,  TN) 

R-5 

fine 

$10.00 

45 

TN  2461-B5 

Diamond  Coal  Mining  Co  (Rosedale,  TN) 

R-3 

fine 

$5  00 

Send  bids  to:  Jack  Chapman,  166  Chapman  Rd.,  Shady  Springs.  WVJ>5918  (304)  763-5048 

Lot#_ _ _ Amount  of  Bid  i3r707'  l&  Lot#  \3  _ Amount  of  Bid  ij£6tl0 

Lot#  LL- _ Amount  of  Bid  3L  ■  (Q  Lot# _ Amount  of  Bid 

Name.  _ _ _ 

Add ress:  3  44-  ,/? 

City:  V  .State.  ky  .  Zip:  iTT?~ 

Scrip  and  invoice  will  be  mailed  to  winning  bidders.  Payment  must  be  sent  by  return  mail. 


This  is  a  paid  advertisement 


ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 


WEST  VIRGINIA  MERCHANTS 

TOKENS 


CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 


POCKET  WATCHES 

WAR  RELICS 

U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 

Doug  Bumgardner  -  A.N.A  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
7 1 2  Brawley  Walkway 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  fax:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 
E-Mail:  kcs @  charterinternet.com 

* * j|*  **£*  **$*  **£*  *•*£*  **$*  *  *$* 


Present  Day  View  of  Former  Company  Store  at  Nellis 


The  End  of  an  Era 

By  David  R.  Bryant 


Unique  evidence  of  the  destruction  of  script  has  been  located.  An  ap¬ 
proximate  5  inch  diameter  fused  mass  of  scrip  from  American  Rolling  Mill 
Company  of  Nellis  exists  as  a  reminder  of  a  fascinating  era  in  WV  and  US 
history. 

The  fused  script  is  owned  by  a  Anne  Lewis,  whose  deceased  husband 
acquired  it  from  a  farmer.  The  farmer  reportedly  found  it  in  a  field.  This 
museum  quality  piece  of  history  is  tangible  evidence  of  the  efforts  to  de¬ 
stroy  script  when  it  was  removed  from  service. 

Why  was  it  removed  from  service?  Why  did  it  exist  in  the  first 
place?  Script  and  the  coal  companies  that  issued  it  have  gotten  a  lot  of  bad 
press,  some  of  which  was  deserved.  At  the  time  its  use  was  started  in  the 
coal  mining  communities,  it  made  a  lot  of  sense.  It  was  a  way  of  providing 
miners  with  interest  free  loans. 

The  coal  companies  hardly  seem  worse  than  the  credit  card  compa¬ 
nies  of  today.  Think  of  all  who  “owe  their  souls  to  the  credit  card  compa¬ 
nies. ”  I  have  found  no  evidence  that  the  coal  company  stores  charged  20% 
interest  or  $25  late  payment  fees  as  some  credit  cards  do. 


American  Rolling  Mills,  Nellis,  WV  Script 


Close-up  of  Fused  Nellis  Script 
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For  a  newcomer,  the  coal 
company  would  provide  housing 
and  a  place  to  get  supplies  and 
food.  Script  provided  an  easy  way 
to  advance  funds  to  the  employee 
until  payday.  That  the  script  could 
theoretically  only  be  spent  at  the 
company  store  was  not  a  major 
problem  since  in  many  communi¬ 
ties  no  other  stores  existed. 


As  time  passed,  other  mer¬ 
chants  accepted  script  for  services 
such  as  haircuts.  But  they  ac¬ 
cepted  it  at  discounted  rates,  per¬ 
haps  75  cents  on  the  dollar.  After 
the  merchant  had  accumulated 
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script,  they  would  buy  goods  at  the 
company  store  or  exchange  it  for 
cash. 

In  time,  an  individual  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  store  redeem  the 
script  at  face  value,  but  the  store 
refused.  Courts  found  in  favor  of 
the  individual.  Recognizing  that 
they  had  a  major  outstanding  fi¬ 
nancial  liability,  the  coal  compa¬ 
nies  moved  away  from  script.  It 
was  gotten  rid  of  in  a  variety  of 
ways  including  melting,  dumping 
in  rivers  and  placing  in  mines  and 
mine  shafts  and  covering  with  ceil¬ 
ing  or  mine  gob.  The  fused  Nellis 
pieces  are  among  the  last  tangible 
evidence  of  this  destruction. 


, 


Special  thanks  to  Michael  Perry  for  suggesting  this  article  for  Scrip  Talk 


N.  S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N. S.C.A,  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  are  that  they  be  lim¬ 
ited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free 
Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after 
the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No  ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a 
separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND 
FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N. S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Orive,  Milton,  Flor¬ 
ida  32583-7343  or  E-mail  Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note:  *  at  the  end  of  ads  indicates  time  to  renew.) 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

WANTED  -  WEST  VIRGINIA  SCRIP  -  New  Kid  on  the  block  —  Send  list  of  Edkins  I.D.  to¬ 
kens  you  have  for  sale.  Fine  or  Better  grade  only.  Include  price,  bwcok@knology.net  Billy  Camp¬ 
bell,  125  Cambridge  Trail,  Madison,  AL  35758 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scat¬ 
ter  tags,  and  other  small  mining  artifacts.  Contact  Larry  Click,  703-241-3748  or  email 
ELarryClick@aol.com  + 

WANTED:  MUHLENBERG  COUNTY  KENTUCKY  COAL  TOKENS:  Bevier,  Brownie,  Central 
City,  Cleaton,  Dovey,  Drakesboro,  Graham,  Hillside,  Luzerne,  Martwick,  Mercer,  Mud  River,  Nel¬ 
son,  &  Powderly.  Please  contact  Rees  at:  reeskinney@bellsouth.net  or  270-338-2291  + 

TENNESSEE  COAL,  IRON  AND  RAILROAD  CO.  stock  certificate,  issued  1894,  with  triple 
vignette  of  train  at  station  platform  and  miners  in  iron  mine  &  coal  mine,  punch  cancelled,  $42 
postpaid.  Al  Zaika,  P.O.  Box  65,  Bellmawr,  NJ  08099-0065 

FOR  SALE:  1st  SUPPLEMENT  TO  SOUTH  CAROLINA  TOKENS  (1994)  23  pp,  #5.00  ppd;  2nd 
Supplement  to  South  Carolina  Tokens  (1999)  31  pg,  $6  00  ppd;  3rd  Supplement  to  South  Carolina 
Tokens  (2004)  37  pp,  $8.00  ppd.  All  three  supplements  $18.00  ppd.  Tony  Chibbaro,  P.O.  Box 
420  Prosperity,  SC  29127  (803-252-1881) 

€maiC  a  Free  Ad  to  Steve@Ratliff.com  today! 

you  cat i  send  up  to  four  ads  to  run  one  at  a  titue  in  tde  next  four  issues-  Pout  deCay  -  do  it  today! 

WANTED  -  BI-METAL  TOKEN  I.H.C.  CO.-  Send  price  and  description.  For  Sale:  WV  Coal 
tokens  $4  each  or  3/$10.  KY  coal  tokens  $5  each  and  AL  coal  tokens  $8  each.  Charles  Miller, 
200W-900N,  Wawaka,  IN  46794  (502)  458-2570 

WANT  TO  BUY  ANY  SCRIP  FROM  CAUDILL  COAL  CO.,  Whitesburg,  KY,  Consolidation  Coal 
Co.,  Burdine,  KY,  Dunham,  KY,  McRoberts,  Ky.,  and  Jenkins,  KY.  Doug  Wright,  P.O.  Box  177, 
Thorton,  KY  41855  (606)  633-9627  + 

SEND  YOUR  MAVERICK  LIST  A  I  WILL  SEND  MINE  TO  YOU.  I  will  tell  you  if  I  can  at- 
tribute  any  of  your  mavericks.  I  will  give  you  first  chance  at  attributions  from  your  collecting 
interests  on  my  list  that  you  attribute.  Bob  King,  33  Cardinal  Drive,  Brevard,  NC  28712 
(828)  883-8028,  tokenaddict@citcom.net  + 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  60$  stamp  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token. 
Check  out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.steve.ratliff.com/fts/-  you  can  join 

and  pay  dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343 
Steve@Ratl  iff .  com 

REMEMBER:  *V'  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW! 


